East Potomac Park Advocacy

2 TRe White House asked Congress for $500 million in National Park Service supplemental appropriations

9 Construction funding, including for the East Potomac Park seawall.* Everyone agrees the seawall needs repair, but
the administration’s plan for an elite, luxury golf course built to host professional tournaments depends on it.”
Seawall funding without firm limits from Congress would pay for that plan, rather than benefit current public uses.

Facts About East Potomac Park

* Historic public space. Congress declared it “forever held and used as a park for the

How the park @ curvently used How it would change
recreation and pleasure of the people”® and it was listed on the National Register e e :
of Historic Places in 1973. . LD o
* Many existing recreational uses. Each year, hundreds of thousands of families use e e e
the three golf courses, the mini golf course, the tennis center, jogging and cycling e one SEIER e
trails, miles of fishing spots, two playgrounds, picnic areas, and athletic fields.* & Feam
* Wildlife and cherry trees. The park is home to more than 250 bird species, red e | e
foxes and other wildlife,® and over 1,600 cherry trees central to the National sy
Cherry Blossom Festival.® — |
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* Civil rights history. A 1941 protest at the East Potomac golf courses helped % B

integrate public recreation across Washington, DC.’

The Supplemental Request Is a Backdoor to a Golf-Only Peninsula

* The plan removes every other use. The administration’s own plan, filed in federal court, extends the golf course “to the
seawall around the peninsula,” turns Hains Point’s lawn and picnic areas into golf, and sends “biking, walking, fishing, and
picnicking” to other parks.®

» The redesign needs the seawall. The plan pairs the new course with a $304.5 million new seawall® and is likely not viable
without it. Funding it would push an unauthorized golf project ahead of the Park Service’s current maintenance backlog, with
up to $50 million in golf contracts already forecast. ?

e The damage has started. Debris from the demolished White House East Wing was dumped on the park late last year, and In
October the Park Service cut more than 500 trees after a judge ordered it not to proceed. ?

That is unacceptable: a roughly 400-acre park dedicated to all the people, shut offito everyone but golfers.

What Co" gress Must Do

-l
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t“w» ﬁl. Prohlblt eaeral funds belng used for projects eliminating any current multi-uses of East Potomac Park. Prevent any
{ federal funding in any future appropriations, including a supplemental, CR, or FY funding bill, that would facilitate or
d lmplementatuon of the Administration’s “Washington National Plan” or otherwise prevent or eliminate any of the

R jren’t exnstmg multl -uses of East Potomac Park.
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‘ gif Congress funds East Potomac Park seawall repair, it must be contingent on:

"f ‘)3‘ - Blndlng limits on the money. No federal or privately donated funds can allow redesign or expansion of the golf
" course, or transfer ownershlp of any part of East Potomac Park.

— A citizen suit provision. Give the pubhc an ex,phcnt right to sue if the administration breaks those limitations. W|thout
. one, enforcement relies on often contested Iegal standing, as in the border wall funding litigation.
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